Watch and Pray Sermon                       
[image: image1.png]



Author: Pastor Roscoe L. De Chalus 
Lord of Hope Ministries

Date: December 9, 2002 Revised 5/27/03

Prelude: Be Still and Know

Scripture reading:  

Matthew 26:41 

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
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Congregational: 
On my Knees
Show Your Power

He is able
Mighty is our God

Offering and Announcements:

Message:

A lot is happening in our world that requires our attention.

Let’s take time to pray and ask God to speak to us regarding this.

Prayer:
Lord, we know that you see everything and that your desire is to bring peace and be in community with your people. 

Since you are our guiding light father teach us how to watch and pray. 

For you be the Glory forever Amen!

Read with the congregation:

Matthew 26:36-45

AT GETHSEMANE
MATTHEW 26:36-45 NKJ Version
36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, "Sit here while I go and pray over there." 
37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 
38 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me." 
39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." 
40 Then He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said to Peter, "What, could you not watch with Me one hour? 
41 "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
42 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." 
43 And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 
44 So He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 
45 Then He came to His disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
_______________________________________________________________________
Today’s message “Watch and Pray” is the best advice we can apply to our life in this season and it is taken out of scripture.

People, Jesus understands what troubles exist and knows how we are capable of handling them.

The war on terrorism and the Iraq liberation has been dominating TV and radio.

It has us tuning in watching and praying for God to step in and correct the situation.

Friends are you watching how you are responding to the War?

How’s your conversations been? How’s your conduct?

There are war protests going on with people on both sides of the issue.

Arguments are resulting from the different of opinion at these rallies.

Pray that you don’t fall into temptation regardless of where your views line up along the continuum. |-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------|
                                  For War                  Neutral                 Against War

Respect other people’s position even when it goes against yours.

Remember: Watch and Praying is the most important strategy believers can use to avoid temptation. Take it from our leader Jesus Christ.

Site examples of protest rallies: 
From Africa to Antarctica, people were preparing to march for peace in February 2003.
Up to 10 million people on five continents were expected to demonstrate against the probable war in Iraq in some of the largest peace marches ever known.
Protest rallies and monster traffic jams
A frustrated individual wrote an article wanting to ask a person and all his followers if they can take charge of all the children who went hungry Monday night because their mothers were so late in coming home? Can he be responsible for all that the exporters, importers, retailers and manufacturers lost when they failed to receive or make deliveries because of the traffic jam his group created? Or is bringing industry down truly this part of their agenda? What about all the sick people who needed to go to hospitals but could not because EDSA highway was blocked again? And emergencies, too? Or should they just charge this to making sacrifices in the name of freedom of speech? 

This person is unhappy with is a congressman. He's says in his article that he is a useless congressman but nevertheless a congressman. As such, he should bring out his grievances in the halls of congress and not waste all our time by staging demonstrations. 

Mandaluyong City 
150Activists protest alleged brutality 
Protesters mark the 3 year anniversary of a 1997 incident over tree removal in which police used pepper spray in Oregon.
 

Seattle Riots:
The riots in Seattle from December 1999, coinciding with the meeting of the World Trade Organization, were four days of shame for the international and national environmental movement. 

Television viewers around the world saw "environmentalists" dressed in black and wearing ski masks to hide their faces, breaking windows, disabling buses and police cars, starting fires, acting silly and fighting with police. Damages to businesses were estimated at $2 million (not including approximately $9 million in lost sales). 

The Bible gives us examples of disputes. Friends they are not new to mankind. Let us look at a few examples.
Example 1 

The following is an example a dispute the disciples were having regarding who have the best answer regarding rank. Notice how Jesus answers them.

Mark 9:33-37
33After they arrived at Capernaum, Jesus and his disciples settled in the house where they would be staying. Jesus asked them, “What were you discussing out on the road?” 
34But they didn’t answer, because they had been arguing about which of them was the greatest.
 35He sat down and called the twelve disciples over to him. Then he said, “Anyone who wants to be the first must take last place and be the servant of everyone else.” 

36Then he put a little child among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37“Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes my Father who sent me.” 

_______________________________________________________________________
Example 2
Job

Job experienced a lot of bad things and his friends Eliphaz, Bildab and Zophar formed their opinion as to why Job was being inflected with tragedy. Their discussions were of blame.
Notice how Job handled the accusations of his friends.

Job 

1 Then Job replied: 

2 "Indeed, I know that this is true. 
But how can a mortal be righteous before God? 
3 Though one wished to dispute with him, 
he could not answer him one time out of a thousand. 
4 His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. 
Who has resisted him and come out unscathed? 
5 He moves mountains without their knowing it 
and overturns them in his anger. 
6 He shakes the earth from its place 
and makes its pillars tremble. 
7 He speaks to the sun and it does not shine; 
he seals off the light of the stars. 
8 He alone stretches out the heavens 
and treads on the waves of the sea. 
9 He is the Maker of the Bear and Orion, 
the Pleiades and the constellations of the south. 
10 He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed, 
miracles that cannot be counted. 
11 When he passes me, I cannot see him; 
when he goes by, I cannot perceive him. 
12 If he snatches away, who can stop him? 
Who can say to him, 'What are you doing?' 
13 God does not restrain his anger; 
even the cohorts of Rahab cowered at his feet. 

14 "How then can I dispute with him? 
How can I find words to argue with him? 
15 Though I were innocent, I could not answer him; 
I could only plead with my Judge for mercy. 
16 Even if I summoned him and he responded, 
I do not believe he would give me a hearing. 
17 He would crush me with a storm 
and multiply my wounds for no reason. 
18 He would not let me regain my breath 
but would overwhelm me with misery. 
19 If it is a matter of strength, he is mighty! 
And if it is a matter of justice, who will summon him [1] ? 
20 Even if I were innocent, my mouth would condemn me; 
if I were blameless, it would pronounce me guilty. 

21 "Although I am blameless, 
I have no concern for myself; 
I despise my own life. 
22 It is all the same; that is why I say, 
'He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.' 
23 When a scourge brings sudden death, 
he mocks the despair of the innocent. 
24 When a land falls into the hands of the wicked, 
he blindfolds its judges. 
If it is not he, then who is it? 

25 "My days are swifter than a runner; 
they fly away without a glimpse of joy. 
26 They skim past like boats of papyrus, 
like eagles swooping down on their prey. 
27 If I say, 'I will forget my complaint, 
I will change my expression, and smile,' 
28 I still dread all my sufferings, 
for I know you will not hold me innocent. 
29 Since I am already found guilty, 
why should I struggle in vain? 
30 Even if I washed myself with soap [2] 
and my hands with washing soda, 
31 you would plunge me into a slime pit 
so that even my clothes would detest me. 

32 "He is not a man like me that I might answer him, 
that we might confront each other in court. 
33 If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, 
to lay his hand upon us both, 
34 someone to remove God's rod from me, 
so that his terror would frighten me no more. 
35 Then I would speak up without fear of him, 
but as it now stands with me, I cannot.

________________________________________________________________________
Example 3

Now let’s look at Joshua and Caleb versus the other spies in Numbers 13:26-33 and 14:1-10. 

	25
	And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.

	26
	And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 



	27
	And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.

	28
	Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.

	29
	The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan.

	30
	And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.

	31
	But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.

	32
	And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.

	33
	And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.


Numbers 14


The People Rebel 

1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD . And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 
10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites.

Later on as you read further the LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 27 "How long will this wicked community grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. 28 So tell them, 'As surely as I live, declares the LORD , I will do to you the very things I heard you say: 29 In this desert your bodies will fall-every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the census and who has grumbled against me. 30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31 As for your children that you said would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. 32 But you-your bodies will fall in this desert. 33 Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the desert. 34 For forty years-one year for each of the forty days you explored the land-you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.' 35 I, the LORD , have spoken, and I will surely do these things to this whole wicked community, which has banded together against me. They will meet their end in this desert; here they will die." 
36 So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who returned and made the whole community grumble against him by spreading a bad report about it- 37 these men responsible for spreading the bad report about the land were struck down and died of a plague before the LORD

These disputes all had various outcomes which allows us to see how disputes can take various directions.  
What does it mean to watch and pray?

To observe events and reactions inside, outside and around you so you may not stumble.

  Being Alert!
Look out and monitor events that may trigger changes in your world so you can use prayer to try to change the events for the better.

 Pray for answers

Watch for answers to prayers
Remember: Prayer changes things!

Some of you may be getting called to get involved at some capacity, whatever the issue, listen to these prompting and test to see if they are of God.
Questions: 

Are you still sleeping and resting?

Are there things you need to open your eyes to but you refuse to deal with the issues?

Do you see trouble ahead?

Action Steps:

● Pick out a time where you can pray. Perhaps you can pray with a close friend.

● Make the necessary adjustments to whatever your issue is.

● Read God’s word daily and keep an open dialog with our creator.

● Find a friend who can hold you accountable to the changes you are making.

● Ask God to reveal what you need to look for.

● Watch out for judgmental attitudes 

    James 4:11-12

11   Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.
12   There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?
Relating to other believers 

1 Peter 3:8,9

Suffering for Doing Good 

8Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 


Conclusion:

Let us keep our eyes open and pray continually ("Pray without ceasing."—1 Thessalonians 5:17)

Situational changes happen to all people. God can make a difference. It may not result in what you expect. The Lord knows what’s best for you and me.
Prayer changes things. I can’t stress this enough.

Remember the phrase who knows the Lord might grant me my prayer!
Say this to yourself when you pray.
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